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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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 Steve Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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     When God gave the law to Israel He demanded that they know and keep it all and that it be before them and their children at all times. (Deut. 11: 18-20)  Do you think He will except anything less from us?


      God's word is all we know about Him and while it is all we need it takes more than just reading a chapter or two now and then to be close to God. We must be a diligent seeker of Him if we are to be approved. (Heb. 11:6)


     I believe that there is an epidemic among the churches where Christians simply do not take the time to study God's word, as they should.  


     True bible knowledge comes from study outside the formal assembly or bible classes. As a class teacher it is not hard to know who has and who has not prepared their lesson. And, if adults and parents have not prepared their own lesson, is it reasonable to think they have spent any time preparing their children for class? What a shame! Would that constitute spiritual child abuse?


      Paul's instruction to Timothy to correctly handle the word of truth was so he would not be put to shame, before God and those whom he would face in the world. When we take stock of our knowledge of God's word and how we handle it are we put to shame? If we are not making the best of study we should be. 


     I challenge each one to make a commitment to be a part of bible study, with your children, in classes and most important in your home. We must see God's word as the most important thing in our lives.


     May God help us to, "grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ". (II Peter 3:18)


                                         JP





1.  Our debt to a lost world (Romans 1:14-27).  Paul argued persuasively in the first three chapters of Romans that everyone is a lost sinner.  This included the pagan Gentile (1:18-32) and the religious Jew (2:1 - 3:8)--in fact, the whole world (3:9-20).


      God, of course, has provided salvation for all men in sin.  This great news should motivate and encourage Christians to get the word out.  Christ's love constrained Paul (2 Corinthians 5:14) to take the message of hope throughout the Roman Empire.  It ought to compel us to do likewise.


      We cannot pay this debt simply by giving money for others to go to foreign lands and praying for those who go, but we must present ourselves to others as living sacrifices (Romans 12:1-2), starting at home.  All men without Christ are lost.  What am I doing about it?


2.  Our debt to the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:12-14).   "Therefore, brethren, we are debtors--not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh … For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God."  The Christian owes nothing to the old man that causes sin in our lives (Galatians 5:19-21; Mark 7:20-23).  Paul said, "For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells" (Romans 7:18).


      Our debt is to the Holy Spirit who lives in us and makes our bodies His temple (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).  He has inspired the word of God (2 Peter 1:21) and then used that word to convict us of sin and reveal the Savior (John 16:7-11).





anything except to love one another …"  Your greatest debt is love. Don't fall short of paying this debt.  The first commandment is that you love God; the second is that you love your neighbor as yourself (Mark 12:28-31); and the third is that you keep the two together.  John says, "If someone says, 'I love God,' and hates his brother, he is a liar" (1 John 4:20).


      The law is necessary and government is essential to enforce the law, but Christians live by a higher law.  They obey the law because they love others.  In that sense, love is the fulfillment of the law.  When you love people, you have no desire to lie about them, steal from them, or kill them.  Your only desire is to do them good.


5.  Our debt to weaker Christians (Romans 14:1-15:13).   "We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak" (15:1).  The Christian assemblies in Rome were apparently divided over observing special days and following special diets.  Some of this came from the long-standing difference in practices of Jews and Gentiles.


      Some of the "strong" saints despised their "weaker" brothers for not participating in things they could with good conscience engage in.  The "weak" believers condemned the "strong" ones for doing these things.  It was a bad situation all around and both groups were at fault.


      Paul's solution was:  (1) receive each other because Christ has received you, 14:1-12; (2) build each other up, don't tear each other down, 14:13-23; and (3) seek to please each other as you please Christ, 15:1-7.  We all have a debt to one other to receive one another and bear one another's infirmities in love.











					





Christians Are Debtors


By Brent Lewis





Those of us who belong to the family of God have some spiritual debts we are obligated to pay.  Debts are usually a burden to people but these debts are actually a blessing to us, to others, and to God.  Consider five spiritual debts a Christian owes.








When we obeyed the Lord, He gave us the assurance that we are children of God (Romans 8:14-16).


      What an obligation we owe to the Holy Spirit of God!  But how do we go about paying this great debt?  We do it by devoting ourselves to the things that are important to the Holy Spirit.  We take good care of our bodies, which are His temples, and thus live a life separated from sin and yielded to God (2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1).  We spend time reading His word, giving the Spirit opportunity to transform us and make us more like the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18).


      We can never fully repay the Holy Spirit for all the blessings he has brought to our lives, but we can at least acknowledge our indebtedness and determine to please Him.


3.  Our debt to human government (Romans 13:1-7).  Paul teaches us that governmental authority has been established by God so that the government official is actually a "minister of God."  As such, he deserves respect and obedience.  We may not respect the person but we must respect the office.


      The purpose of government is to protect, and reward the good and punish the evil.  Christians have a debt to government because this authority was given by God, and because officials bear the word and can punish those who break the law and can punish those who break the law (Romans 13:1-4).  We should obey for conscience' sake (13:5-7) because we will one day answer to a higher authority.


4.  Our debt of love to our neighbors (Romans 13:8-10).  "Owe no one 





Approved of God





For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth.  (2 Cor 10:18)





     One of the natural characteristics of children particularly small children is to win the approval of their parents. It is a natural desire that we nurture to encourage them to continue to learn and this is certainly true with their learning about God. I see them coming from the classroom, faces flushed with a big smile, waving a piece of paper with a crudely colored picture or some stickers attached, looking for mom and dad for that approval of their effort. We take pride (and rightly so) in their efforts and successes and see it as an expression of acceptance of our will for them.


      Did you ever stop to think that as God's children He expects us to seek His approval and is pleased when we do so? I am sure that many who profess to be Christians think of themselves approved of God just because they have obeyed the gospel and attend service from time to time. Maybe that’s all God requires of us but I doubt it. 


     Paul wrote to young Timothy, "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth". (2 Tim 2:15) Handling aright the word is what makes us approved of God and that comes only from study. We read this passage and think, that’s good advice for a young preacher. We think of it as good advice but never a command and surely not for us. Nevertheless, it is the very basis of our approval before God. We must know and do all He has commanded of us (Matt 28: 18)       Cont. on page 3














FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem has asked for special prayer on her behalf. 


Sis. Joyce Green continues to have back pain.  Also Josh Green


Bro. Buddy Clark. And the Clarks friend


Isabelle Bradsher 


Jeff and Tandie Lacquement and their efforts to adopt a baby. To this end, following the evening service, we will meet for 15 or 20 minutes for a special prayer service on behalf of Jeff and Tandie and Ian. Several of the men will offer prayers, if you can stay please do so.


__________________________________________


Men's Meeting


This afternoon at 3:30


All men are encouraged to attend


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Cecil Douthitt


Song Leader---Ross Statham


Lord's Supper---Steve Huff


   Asst. 1-----Ken Gay	


   Asst. 2-----David Brown


   Asst. 3-----Garrett Douthitt


   Asst. 4-----Jack Green


   Asst. 5-----Drew Bowman


2nd Prayer----Jason Gaston


Read Scripture---David Holmes


Sermon-------Steve Trammel


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer-----Wes Guyton


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Mark Bowman





Special Service


Conducted by


Anthony Petrochko





Lord's Supper----Steve Huff


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer-----Joe Phillips


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Zack Huff


Invitation---David Holmes


Closing Prayer---Steve Huff





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














